
2 Kings 4:38
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth in the

land; and the sons of the prophets were sitting before him:

and he said unto his servant, Set on the great pot, and seethe

pottage for the sons of the prophets. 

Analysis

And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth in the land; and

the sons of the prophets were sitting before him: and he said unto his

servant,  Set  on  the  great  pot,  and  seethe  pottage  for  the  sons  of  the

prophets.

This  verse contributes  to  the overall  theme of  chapter  4:  God's  compassionate

power through His prophet. The prophetic ministry served as God's primary means

of covenant enforcement, calling both kings and people to faithfulness. During this

period,  Israel  and  Judah  struggled  with  persistent  idolatry,  particularly  Baal

worship introduced under Ahab and Jezebel. 

The narrative demonstrates God's justice in judging covenant unfaithfulness while

maintaining His ultimate purposes for redemption. 

Historical Context

Historical Setting: 2 Kings 4 takes place during the Elisha prophetic ministry,

approximately 850-800 BCE. The chapter's theme (Elisha's Miracles of Provision

and Life) reflects the historical reality of God's compassionate provision through

prophetic  miracles  while  both  kingdoms  struggled  with  persistent  idolatry.
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Archaeological  evidence  from  this  period  includes  royal  inscriptions,

administrative  documents,  and  material  culture  that  corroborate  the  biblical

account  while  providing  additional  context  for  understanding  the  political  and

social dynamics at work. 

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

How does this verse contribute to understanding the theological message of 2

Kings 4 regarding god's compassionate power through his prophet?

What does this passage reveal about God's character, particularly His justice,

mercy, and faithfulness to covenant promises?

In what practical ways should this text shape contemporary Christian

thinking about faithfulness, worship, and obedience to God?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ע ואֱֶֽליִשָׁ
And Elisha

H477

ב שָׁ
came again

H7725

להָ ָּ הַגלִּגְ
to Gilgal

H1537

ב והְָֽרעָָ
and there was a dearth

H7458

רץֶ באָָּ
in the land

H776

י ֵ לבִנְ
and the sons

H1121

הַנבְּיִאִֽים׃
of the prophets

H5030

ים יֹֽשְׁבִ
were sitting

H3427

יו ָ לפְנָ
before
H6440

אמֶר ֹּ ויַ
him and he said

H559

וֹ לנְעֲַֽר
unto his servant

H5288

שְׁפֹת
Set
H8239

יר הַסִּ
pot
H5518

ה הַגדְּוֹלָ
on the great

H1419

ל ובּשֵַּׁ
and seethe

H1310

יד ִ נזָ
pottage

H5138

י ֵ לבִנְ
and the sons

H1121

הַנבְּיִאִֽים׃
of the prophets

H5030

Additional Cross-References

2 Kings 2:1 (Parallel theme): And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up

Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

2 Kings 2:3 (Prophecy): And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el came

forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy

master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

2 Kings 8:1 (Parallel theme):  Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he

had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou and thine household, and sojourn

wheresoever thou canst sojourn: for the LORD hath called for a famine; and it shall

also come upon the land seven years.

Acts 22:3 (Parallel theme):  I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a

city  in  Cilicia,  yet  brought  up  in  this  city  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  and  taught

according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward

God, as ye all are this day.
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Luke 10:39 (Parallel theme): And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at

Jesus' feet, and heard his word.

Leviticus 26:26 (Parallel theme): And when I have broken the staff of your bread,

ten women shall  bake your bread in one oven, and they shall  deliver you your

bread again by weight: and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied.
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